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they never married. The author is most successful in his treatment of
persons who played no part in public affairs, and the best of these mis-
cellaneous essays are those on Henry Peacham and Andrew Boorde.
His lives of Lancelot Andrewes and George Abbot scarcely do justice to
either. That of the latter especially compares unfavourably with Mr.
Sidney Lee's article on the same man in the ' Dictionary of National
Biography.' Mr. Fox makes no reference to this article, and nowhere
adequately expresses his obligations to the ' Dictionary.' It is not enough
to describe it vaguely as a ' monumental' work in his preface and to
omit any direct acknowledgment in his footnotes. For the rest these
essays are agreeable reading, though they usually begin with a page or
two of tedious and unnecessary general observations. The illustrative
extracts from the writings of the men whose characters he draws are
often very happily chosen, as, for instance, in the essays on Cowley and
Burton. On the other hand these articles do not contain either new in-
formation or any very profound or original criticism. If Mr. Fox had
studied some group of men connected by a less artificial tie, he would have
produced a book of more historical value. S.

Mr. Howard Jenkins's Family of William Perm, Founder of Pennsyl-
vania (Philadelphia, 1899; sold by Headley Brothers, 14 Bishopsgate
Without, London), is a very careful account both of the ancestors and
descendants of the great Quaker. It is also illustrated by a number of
family portraits of considerable interest, and contains many family letters
hitherto unpublished. Some points in the life of Perm himself are
elucidated by new evidence ; the curious certificate of his second marriage
(p. 69), the date of his attaok of apoplexy (p. 81), supply examples of this,
and the Penn pedigree is frequently corrected. In short this is a useful
and scholarly piece of work, though from the nature of the subject and
the materials rather disjointed and difficult to read. T.

Dr. Gustav Roloff in his Napoleon I. (Berlin : Georg Bondi, 1900) has
summarised the emperor's career with clearness and competence in a
small volume of some two hundred pages. He has obviously assimilated
the results of a great deal of recent research, though the plan of his work
forbids footnotes. The moralist will dissent from many of his judgments,
which are almost uniformly favourable to the subject of his biography.
The historian will regret that he has not modified his extremely unfavour-
able verdict of Sir Hudson Lowe (whose title is improperly given)
in the light of the evidence marshalled by Mr. R. C. Beaton. To
describe both Cambaceres and Lebrun as hervorragende Juristen is to
give Lebrun more than is his due. And we dissent from the thesis that
the St. Helena memoirs are not more inaccurate than the ordinary run of
memoirs written some time after events which they record. But in the
main this is an excellent little book, very well proportioned, very decided,
and characterised by a due intermingling of reflexion and narrative.

V.

The late Mr. Henry Cobbe's Luton Church (London: Bell, 1899), a
thick volume of 632 pages, contains but a portion of the large collections

 at U
niversity of T

ennessee ? K
noxville L

ibraries on A
ugust 18, 2015

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/


616 REVIEWS OF BOOKS July

for the parochial history of Luton gathered in the course of a long life.
Of the two parts now published the first only was corrected by the
author's own hand; the second part consists of 280 pages of appendices,
containing those excursuses which were too long for footnotes. The
book will be of high value to students of Bedfordshire topography,
and indeed to students of church history generally, for it is the work
of a scholar of considerable learning and unbounded industry. That
Mr. Cobbe pursued his inquiries with activity to the last year of his life (he
died in 1898, aged eighty-one) is made evident by the references to
authorities who have but lately given their collections to the world. It is
only here and there that some modern discoveries will be found to have
been overlooked. It is to be regretted that those who have issued the work
have not allowed themselves liberty to lop and prune freely, for the mass of
undergrowth in the shape of superfluous footnotes, &c, tends to obscure
the reader's view of what are really stately • avenues of research. The
index is very inadequate, and a map should have been provided.

M.B.

A history of The Chapel of Stretford, two miles south-west of
Manchester, edited by H. T. Crofton, is published by the Chetham
Society (1899). As many as five antiquaries who are now no more were
at one time or another answerable for publishing these materials, and
the reason for delay is not hard to seek, for the volume does not repay
the trouble that has been taken over it. The bulk of the work consists
of extracts from the parish registers, which date from 1598, but it does not
appear that these are made upon any satisfactory principle,. The most
interesting passages in the rest of the volume are excerpts from other
volumes of the Ohetham Society, selected as relating to Stretford. There
is an admirable index, but the matters chronioled in the text are too
often undeserving of a place in the most spacious historical lumber-room.
We learn, for instance, that the present rector has three sons and five
daughters, what are the occupations of the three sons, and that four of
the five daughters are married. M. B.

Students of local history will welcome the first volume of the long-
expeoted Index to the Charters and Bolls in the Department of
Manuscripts, British Museum (printed by order of the Trustees, 1900), a
work which has been in progress for very many years and which now
appears under the editorship of Messrs. H. J. Ellis and F. B. Bickley.
The present volume is an index looorum limited to the British Isles, in-
cluding the Channel Islands. It reveals the richness of the British
Museum in some directions and its poverty in others; thus there are only
two entries, both of the thirteenth century, under the bead of Lichfield,
while Oxenton, a small village in Gloucestershire, has no less than twelve,
referring to thirty-five documents. Still, in England at least, every
county is thoroughly represented, and the index should, as a matter of
course, find a place in all public libraries. The work, wherever we have
been able to test it, seems to be well done. A special feature, which
deserves notice, is the care with which the various forms of place-
names are regularly given as they ocour, and also repeated in cross-
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